
               

REPORT/RECOMMENDATION TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS  
OF SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 

AND RECORD OF ACTION 
 

April 6, 2004 
  

FROM: PETER R. HILLS, Fire Chief/Fire Warden 
 San Bernardino County Consolidated Fire District 
 
SUBJECT:  SUBMISSION OF GRANT APPLICATION TO DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND 

SECURITY, OFFICE FOR DOMESTIC PREPAREDNESS-FY 2004/2005 ASSISTANCE 
TO FIREFIGHTERS GRANT PROGRAM 

 
RECOMMENDATION: Acting as the governing body of the San Bernardino County Consolidated Fire 
District  (County Fire), rati fy the action of Bill Postmus, Vice-Chairman of the Board of Supervisors, that 
authorized Peter R. Hills, Fire Chief/Fire Warden, or his designee, to submit an on-line application, in the 
amount of $765,500 in project costs, to the Department of Homeland Security, Office for Domestic 
Preparedness (ODP), for the purpose of securing $535,850 in grant funds in connection with the 2004/2005 
Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program, for the filing period which closed April 2, 2004. 
   
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: Originally, in Fiscal Year 2001, Congress provided the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and the U.S. Fire Administration (USFA) the authority to award 
one-year grants directly, on a competitive basis, to local fire departments of a State to enhance their 
abilities with respect to fire and fire-related hazards. On March 1, 2003, FEMA and USFA came under the 
auspices of the Department of Homeland Security (DHS).  Through the Department of Homeland Security 
Appropriations Act of 2004, Congress appropriated $750 million for the Assistance to Firefighters Grant 
Program and transferred administration of the program from FEMA to ODP. ODP will continue the 
program’s focus of identifying local fire departments that lack the basic tools and resources necessary to 
protect the health and safety of the public they serve and their firefighting personnel. ODP will have until 
September 30, 2005 to obligate these funds. 
 
The Assistance to Firefighters Grant program mirrors previous years’ programs with minor changes and 
enhancements. ODP will continue the programmatic approach initially established in 2002. The 2004 
program year has three (3) grant -funding areas available to formulate a comprehensive project that allows 
a department to address a broader range of needs. The program areas are identified as 1) Operations and 
Firefighter Safety Program, 2) Fire Prevention Program, and 3) Firefighting Vehicle Acquisition Program. 
Applicants may only apply for one of these program areas per application but may develop a 
comprehensive program to address all of the department’s needs by seeking funding in as many eligible 
activities/expenses within that one selected program area. No applicant can receive more than $750,000 in 
Federal grant funds under this program in any fiscal year. Matching funds are required and will again vary 
by the population of the area serviced; over 50,000 population, 30% matching funds; under 50,000, 10% 
matching funds.  
 
With an ever-present risk of fire danger in the County of San Bernardino, County Fire prepared and 
submitted a comprehensive application package, under the Operations and Firefighter Safety program 
area, requesting grant funding to support wildland training and to purchase wildland personnel protective 
gear and equipment to meet the standards required by National Wildfire Coordinating Group (NWCG), 
NFPA, and Cal-OSHA. Securing these grant funds will further enhance our ability to protect lives and 
property of the citizens we serve and our firefighting personnel.  
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The deadline for grant submittal was close of business (5 p.m. EST) on April 2, 2004. The State Office of 
Homeland Security allowed a short timeframe to submit the grant application and late applications were not 
honored. In order to meet this deadline, Bill Postmus, Vice-Chairman, authorized County Fire to take the 
necessary actions to submit the on-line application to ODP to secure $535,850 in grant funding. Approval 
of this recommendation will ratify the action of Bill Postmus, Vice-Chairman.  
  
REVIEW AND APPROVAL BY OTHERS: This item has been reviewed and approved by County Counsel 
(L. Thomas Krahelski, Deputy County Counsel, 387-5436) on March 25, 2004 and the County 
Administrative Office (Wayne Thies, Administrative Analyst, 387-5409) on March 26, 2004. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT:  The Department recommended submission of an on-line application with proposed 
project costs totaling $765,500. The Department requested grant funding in the amount of $535,850 and, if 
successful, will be required to match any awarded amount up to $229,650, based on population; over 
50,000 population, 30% matching funds. Upon notification of the successful award of the grant, County Fire 
will return to the Board and seek approval to accept the grant award and to present any budgetary 
adjustments at that time.   There will be no impact to the County General Fund.  
 
SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT(S):  All 
 
PRESENTER:  Peter R. Hills (387-5974) 
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